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life, being sixty-three years and almost three months old, whilst he yet
wore the Neophyte's white garment after his baptism. His historian
testifies with what ardour the people offered up their prayers to God for
his soul. He was buried in the porch of the church of the twelve apostles,
which he had founded in Constantinople for the burying-place of the
emperors and patriarchs, though he had built that of St Irene for the great
church or the cathedral. He would be buried in that holy place, according
to Eusebius, " that he might deserve to enjoy the benefit of the mystical
sacrifice, and the communion of devout prayers."1 Constantine's three
sons divided the empire, as their father's will directed. Constantine, the
eldest, had Britain, Spain, Gaul, and all that lies on this side the Alps;
Constantius, the second son, Thrace, Asia, Egypt, and the East; Constans,
the youngest, had Italy, Africa, Greece, and Illyricum. Constantine, the
younger, restored St Athanasius to his see, sending with him a letter
filled with high commendations of the holy prelate, and expressions of
great respect for his sanctity and of indignation against his adversaries.
The saint passed through Syria, and was received by his flock with a joy
and pomp equal to the triumph of an emperor.

The city of Alexandria was situate within the jurisdiction of Constantius,
whom the Arians had gained over to their party without much difficulty.
These heretics accused St Athanasius afresh to the three emperors for
raising tumults and seditions upon his return, for committing violences
and murder, and selling, for his own private use, the corn which Constantine
had destined for the support of widows and ecclesiastics in those countries
where corn did not grow; but the attestations of the bishops who had
received it in Lybia justified him and covered his accusers with confusion.
Constantine and Constans sent away their deputies with disgrace; but
Constantius, being met at Antioch by Eusebius of Nicomedia and others
of his party, was easily persuaded into the belief of this last head of the
accusation, and prevailed upon to grant them leave to choose a new bishop
of Alexandria. They lost no time, but, assembling at Antioch, named one
Pistus to that see, an Egyptian priest of their sect, who, together with the
bishop that ordained him, had been condemned by St Alexander and by
the council of Nice; but Pope Julius rejected his communion, and all
other Catholic churches pronounced anathemas against him; nor was he
ever able to get possession of the patriarchal chair, St Athanasius called
a council of about a hundred bishops at Alexandria to defend the Catholic
faith; after which he repaired to Rome to Pope Julius, to whom this
council sent letters and deputies. Here the pope acquitted him in a
council of fifty bishops, held in 341, and confirmed him in his see; but
he was obliged to continue at Rome three years, during which the Arians
carried on everything by violence in the East. The same year a council
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